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CHAPTER V.
did not take long to decide what was best for her io do. She said to the prince, " I will give you back your golden arrow, and you must make all possible haste out of our country before my father discovers you are here."
" No ! no ! no 1 a thousand times no ! " cried the prince. " Now I have once seen you, I can never, never leave you. Can you not learn to love me and be my wife ? " Then he fell prostrate at her feet, and looked up into her face so lovingly that she could not resist him. She bent down towards him, and the next moment they were clasped in each other's arms, quite forgetting all the dangers that threatened them. Rupa-Sikha was the first to remember her father, and drawing herself away from her lover, she said to him :
"Listen to me, and I will tell you what we must do. My father is a magician, it is true, but I am his daughter, and I inherit some of his powers. If only you will promise to-do exactly as I tell you, I think I may be able to save you, and perhaps eVen become your wife. I am the youngest of a large family and my father's favourite. I will go and tell him that a great and mighty prince, hearing of his wonderful gifts, has come to our land to ask for an interview with him. Then I will tell him that I ha,ve seen you, fallen in love with you, and want to marry you. He will be flattered to Stink histfame has spread so far, and will want to see you, e^sen if lie refuses to let me be your wife. I will lead you to his presence and